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E"Flymg Saucer” was
only plane under test

_———— =

BB.I&BAN E: Nineteen-year-old gunt. Pllot
Colin Ackland, of Townsville, at 2.15 p.m. yester-
day caused thousands of people in south-east
Queensland to dash into the streets with heads |
craned upwards, and hundreds of others to fran-
tically phone newspaper offices, radio stations and
R.A.AF. bases with réports of “flying saucers.”’

And all they had seen was the vapour trail
from Ackland’s Air Force Mustang undergoeing.
normal high altitude tests about six milés up. |

Thousands of people in

a 12,000-square mile area |

stretching lrom Caloundra |
to Toowoomba and Mur- |
- willumbah peered skywards

as white patterns formed |

above, |

|

|

The switchboards in
. newspaper - offices were
- jammed with calls for
three-quarters of an heus.
As late as 3.30 p.m. people
were making trunk line
calls from Southport,
Caloundra and Toowoom-
ba asking what the objeet
was. :

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article190468003



Warwick Daily News (QId. : 1919 -1954), Saturday 22 May 1954, page 1 (2)

The Air Force Etation at
Archer{ield had more than
400 'phone inquiries, and 150
more people rang A3 ciev. |
~_One Sherwood woman said: |
“Everyone was terrif:i in
my sireet. We all thoughs
the *tlying saucer’ was goinz
to land. I did not like the
look of it at all. It made me
feel the end of the woild was

coming.” _ |
Sergeant Pilot Ackland
said aftarwards: “F.2 7y |

causing all tha: fuss. It was
just a normal fligr, ta ‘e
the ’plane at hizh aftitudes.

“I left Archerfle:l a> 145
p.m. climbed ¢t> 35,000,
over the city, and =ii:5"
manoeuvring about. I loaped
the loop a few times and dig
a fligure eigrht.n

2 was well nigh perfect
visibility, and I c?ﬁ%:ﬂ 5& al-
most to Maryborough. My
average speed was about 300
miles an hout.”

Aviation officials sa:di 14
was unusual for a propeller-
driven - aircraft tup lgve a
noticeable vapour trail n s
warm climate. The trail wac
caused by exhaust from the |,
g b o fr T

{ I
mwoud- { to melt
and said his uge
showed outside air terﬁ%{g:fn
tures to be minus 50 degrees
centigrade. The ’‘plane had
not iced up. because thera
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not iced wup, because there

was - insufficient :

the air to freesy. moisture in
e — |
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