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"Flying Saucer" was

only plane under test

�"]

BRISBANE; Nineteen-year-oldv Sergeant Pilot- [

Colin Acklahd,of'^ownsyille, at215 p.in. yester-^

day caused thousands of people in- south-eastJ
Queensland to dash ; into ; the .streets ;> with' lieads

."

craned upwards, and hundreds of others- to fran-.
tically phone'nevpspapOr offices, radio stations -arid

;

RXA^prbases with reports of '^flyingsaucers.'
-

they'^ad* rseeri w£S\the~ vapouri- trail

from -.Acklandjs^^Airi:yFc|rce/^ristang undergoing; >

normal altitude' tests about mileis

Thousands,n of - people' in
''

a
. 12,000rsquare mile area

stretching from Cal'oundra
to Toowoomba and ."?Vlur-.

willumbali peered skywards
as white' patterns formed
.above';':

5

-V
* '

r

The;" switchboards
r

"

in

newspaper
' offices""1 were

jammed with r: calls for

threC-quarters of, an hqiir.

As late �

as 3.30 p.m.; people
.were ..making' trunk line
calls J ..from .Southpojrt,
Calbundra and

"

Toowoom

ba asking what the .object
was.

■

.

"

'r-' .�
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was.
■

.

�:'-The-. Air Force Station, at

Aroherfield had; mare- than
400 'phone inquiries, and 150

more people'rahg-'AmtbE^iev.'�
. '/One Sherwood w-cman said:

'"Everyone - was': terfiiv.'i'd"in'

my .-street; .;:.;We^;aafe(to^igbi;,
the' "'flyingsaucer' jwas; going"
fcb land. . I did hot like the
lhok of it at all.: Itf'made me

feel the. end of - the iworCd;: was'
'�

J.'Sergeant Pilot ; Ackland
said afterwards:

j

causing all tha,t;'fuss. It. 'was

pah., climbed to 35,0004t;:

oyer the � city, -arid

manoeuvring ato'out.
.

^I.'lbbpetK
the loop a few times and did
a �'figure eight.;' \ . ■. v>;r:'

Vit 'Wast-wll' ni'gh parfeot'
visibility, 'and I could see al
most. ,to Maryborough. My.
averag'e' speed was-about 300
miles:an"!houi-;" �� ��"'�: w

'

'"v:

��''Aviation
. officials 'said■■■<&

was unusual for a propeller.
driveii �

aircraft
'

to; leaye A
noticeable vapour'J trail Jin
warm.-'- climate. -The itrailwac
caused, toy exhaust from the:'plane?- liitting- c^ldi dhvcaus-

1

ihg ice*- erystdlsdh' itr to melt
into cloud.
"Ackland said- his gaugcss

showed ■ outside air tempera-i

not
.

.- iced
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.

.- iced v'

up, because 'there
w$s ^ihsufficibrit :i;niolstuffe

*in
the air to freeze. *..x .j-

.

?


